
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Isaiah 9:6 – 

 To us a child is born, to us a son is 

given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called… Wonderful. 

 

 

 

The Man in Black.  Who was he? 

 

I’d imagine that many of you have 

heard of him.  For 40 years he crooned on 

the radio airwaves and enjoyed great 

popularity with hits such as “Ring of Fire” 

and “A Boy Named Sue.”  His music is just 

as popular today, even though he’s dead.  

But The Man in Black is not his real name.  

Johnny Cash was his real, given name.  The 

Man in Black was simply a title to describe 

the clothes he wore. 

 

Hulk Hogan.  I’d imagine that many 

of you know that name.  Even if you’re not a 

fan of professional wrestling, you may have 

seen his blond fu manchu mustache and 

ripped frame on advertisements.  But did 

you know that Hulk Hogan is not his real 

name?  It’s a title that tries to describe him.    

 

How about “The King?”  The King 

rocked and rolled decades ago and caused 

quite a stir with his suggestive songs and 

tawdry lifestyle.  But The King was not his 

real name.  It was just a title that tried to 

describe him as the king of rock n’ roll. 

 

Nicknames and titles are often given 

to people to try to describe them.  We could 

spend a long time giving examples of these.  

It’s the same with Christ.  Someone once 

counted up all the names and titles given to 

Jesus Christ in the Scriptures and came up 

with about 120 of them!   

 

This Advent season we would like to 

consider a few of these in our Sunday 

services.  We will use the familiar Christmas 

passage from Isaiah 9:6 to see five titles that 

were given in just that one verse.  The entire 

verse reads: “To us a child is born, to us a 

son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

There’s been a great deal of discussion over 

the first name in that group, “Wonderful 

Counselor.”  Some translations separate it 

into two titles, and some leave it as one.  If 

we would follow uniform poetry that uses 

two words for each title, it indeed should be 

together as one title.  However, there is so 

much in that one word – “Wonderful” – that 

we’ll consider it separately in this sermon 

series.  So today, let’s see that…  

 

“His Name Shall be Called… Wonderful!” 
 

1. What this news means for us 
 

2. Where this news should go 

 

The place to begin is with that 

Hebrew word “wonderful.”  What a great 
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wealth of information is in that one word!  

The word in Hebrew is PALAH.  Here are 

some bits and pieces of what that word tries 

to capture: 

• It’s the word for a “miracle.”  

Jesus could rightly be called a 

“wonder” or “miracle” by 

definition here.   

• Marvelous 

• Unthinkable 

• Unexplainable 

• Beyond human capability of 

understanding it   

               

In our Bible class series that we’ve 

been studying, the book of Judges, the word 

comes up in today’s lesson.  The lesson is on 

Samson.  Samson’s birth is prophesied to his 

mother and father, and Samson’s future 

father asked the Lord what his name was.  

The Lord replied, "Why do you ask my 

name? It is beyond understanding." (Judges 

13:18)  The word that’s translated “beyond 

understanding” is the same word used here 

for “wonderful.”   

 

Another example is Genesis 18, 

where it reads, “The LORD said to 

Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, 

“Will I really have a child, now that I am 

old?”  Is anything too hard for the LORD? I 

will return to you at the appointed time next 

year and Sarah will have a son.’ “  The 

word “hard” is our word today, wonderful.   

 

The noun form of this word in the 

Old Testament is used almost exclusively 

when referring to God’s action.  Men cannot 

do PALAH.  In fact, when people see a 

PALAH it is cause for great astonishment.  

It is not something they have the capability 

to imagine or carry out.  For example, my 

parents are visiting us for a couple weeks 

and my father and I went to the Museum of 

Flight this past week.  The museum has 

fascinating displays of airplanes – models of 

the first airplanes to supersonic planes with 

jet engines.  Can you imagine being at a 

county fair about a hundred years ago and 

seeing one of those new-fangled flying 

machines?  Can you imagine hearing how 

people could get on this contraption and fly 

through the air?  And can you imagine the 

looks on people’s faces as someone actually 

climbed on that pile of wood and canvas and 

took off into the air?  Unbelievable at that 

time!  Shock and awe must have been on 

every face watching. 

 

That’s the sense of the word for 

“wonderful.” 

 

How is Jesus wonderful?  How is he 

a miracle?  How is he unexplainable?  How 

is he cause for jaw-dropping astonishment?  

In a number of ways. 

 

First, he is wonderful for the fact that 

God would care enough to even be involved 

in our situation.  Think back, after all, to 

what originally happened that made it 

necessary for Christ to come.  God decided 

for some reason to make a perfect world to 

call his own, and to put people in it for their 

enjoyment.  He was to care for it and take 

pleasure from it.  Then man deliberately 

wrecked it.  He disobeyed the only 

command God had given for his creation, to 

leave that one tree alone.  How did God  

feel?  What could God have done at that 

time?   

 

For example, imagine you have some 

cousins that want to visit you at your home 

for a couple days.  You say, “Certainly!  

Come out and visit us.”  So they do.  They 

stay with you and have a nice visit.  But one 

of the evenings that they’re here in town you 

and your spouse have a work-related 

gathering to attend in the evening.  No 



problem.  You just leave the visitors to 

watch a movie or something while you’re 

gone that evening, and you go to your event.  

You come back very late, and when you 

return you find out that they’ve had a big 

beer party at your house and have trashed it!  

They threw things and broke them and 

trashed very dear heirlooms of yours.  What 

would you do?  We’d probably tell them,  

“Get out and never come back!” 

 

What did God do when man trashed 

his creation?  He said, “I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and hers; he will crush your 

head, and you will strike his heel." (Genesis 

3:15)  He loved mankind too much to 

squash him out of existence or send him to 

hell forever as he deserves.  Rather, he 

promised a Savior to break the power of sin 

and death by dying on the cross for 

mankind.  This is jaw-dropping news!  How 

can this be?     

 

This is all the more amazing and 

wonderful when we see that God carefully 

thought out this plan of salvation for you 

and me, and how he prophesied about it long 

before it happened.  He wanted all people to 

know about this coming Savior.   

 

Secondly, we also are floored by the 

identity of this Savior.  It is none other than 

the Son of God who came for our salvation.   

It was not God’s mere messenger, angel, or 

ambassador.  It was his Son.  Jaw-dropping 

news!  And born of a virgin.  Would that 

news make jaws drop in our world today?  It 

also was truly evident in Jesus’ life that he 

was “wonderful” because he was the 

“wonder worker” as he displayed miracles 

only God could do.  Remember the jaws that 

dropped when they saw the demon 

possessed cured and the dead raised?  

Amazing!         

 

Is it important for us to know this 

wonderful news in the Advent and 

Christmas season?  It is vitally important!  

The main reason this is so important is 

magnified by a situation such as the Poetter 

family is going through this week.  The day 

before Thanksgiving Ann’s mother was 

called from this life to her eternal home.  

The funeral is scheduled for Tuesday 

morning this week in Watertown, WI.  How 

important will it be for the Poetters this 

holiday season that Jesus Christ is the 

“miracle” we’ve been talking about?  How 

important will it be for the pastor who is 

putting that funeral sermon together to know 

it and relate it?   

 

It is vitally important because we are 

not wonderful.  Has someone ever called 

you a “wonderful person?”  Have you ever 

been called that and thought deep in your 

mind, “Oh, I am not a wonderful person,” 

knowing full well your thoughts and 

behavior that make you a wretched person?  

There’s a philosophy in our world that 

promotes children and people as being 

naturally good.  What does Scripture say 

about our natural condition?  Genesis 8 tells 

us that God knows that “every inclination of 

(man’s) heart is evil from childhood.” We 

were born with a sinful condition that our 

sinful parents passed on to us, worse than 

any hereditary disease we could have 

received.  Every day of our lives since birth, 

we have showed signs of that sinful 

condition by the sins that we have 

committed.   

 

Theologians use a word to describe 

our completely wretched condition: Total 

depravity.  We are completely lost and sinful 

by nature, unable to please God.  We are 

under the wrath of God! 

 

However, at that funeral coming up 

this Tuesday the pastor at our church in 



Watertown will be able to share a message 

that gives comfort.  A miracle has happened!  

And it was “wonderful.”  Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God, came into this world as the 

fulfillment of God’s prophecies to serve as 

Ann’s mother’s Savior.  As a believer in 

Jesus, Ann’s mother received the gift of 

forgiveness from God and now possesses the 

eternal crown of glory in heaven.  All 

because of “Wonderful.” 

 

Another reason this is vitally important 

to hear is the holiday perspective that lies 

ahead of you for the next month.  What are 

your thoughts as you look ahead?  How do 

you feel about the coming weeks?  A poll was 

taken in a recent Christmas season of 1500 

people of the top stressors in life.  “What 

stresses you out?”  was the basic question.  

Number one on the list was: Money worries.  

Number two was: Christmastime.  (Source: 

Ewabe.com, Sermon. Nov. 24,  2004)      It seems that all 

the things to do and places to go is quite 

stressful for the common man!  How do you 

view the upcoming season?  As stressful or 

“wonderful” (biblically)?   

 

A final reason this is vitally 

important to hear at this time of year is 

because the world around us will be giving 

many different messages in the coming 

month.  Some of them might use the word 

“wonderful,” but not mean the same thing as 

what we’ve heard from Scripture today.  For 

example, there’s even a Christmas song 

called “The Most Wonderful Time of the 

Year.”  Do you remember why the song 

calls this time of year wonderful?  Here’s a 

sampling: 

 
It's the most wonderful time of the year. 

With the kids jingle belling, 

And everyone telling you,  

"Be of good cheer," 

It's the most wonderful time of the year. 

 

 

There'll be parties for hosting, 

Marshmallows for toasting and 

Caroling out in the snow. 

There'll be scary ghost stories and 

Tales of the glories of Christmases long, long 

ago. 
       by Eddie Pola and George Wyle 

 

Aren’t there some wonderful things 

in that song?   

• Kids jingle belling  

• Parties for hosting 

• Marshmallows for toasting 

• Scary ghost stories  

• Even mistletoeing in the 3
rd

 verse 

 

Neat things!  But not wonderful 

things such as we hear Jesus brings.  Sadly, 

you won’t hear the message of the real 

“wonderful” reason for the Christmas season 

in the coming days.  You will hear of happy 

things, with parties, family, music, and good 

deed of love.  But you need the most 

wonderful thing in the picture to keep the 

perspective of the whole season! 

 

All this is truly wonderful, but we 

can’t quite close yet without seeing what a 

person is to do with wonderful news.  What 

is the natural thing people do with 

wonderful news?  Good news is news to 

share!  Going back to the flight illustration 

we talked about before, what would a person 

who went to one of those old county fairs do 

when they saw a relative or friend who 

hadn’t been there that day?  They would tell 

them all about it!  They would excitedly talk 

about the jaw-dropping sight of a man in the 

air, as they witnessed him actually rise off 

the ground.  They would even take them to 

the next county fair!     

 

The Scriptures say the same thing 

about wonderful news: 

• Psalm 26 – I… go about your altar, 

O LORD, proclaiming aloud your 



praise and telling of all your 

wonderful deeds. 

 

• Psalm 75 - We give thanks to you, O 

God, we give thanks, for your Name 

is near; men tell of your wonderful 

deeds. 

 

• Psalm 96 - Sing to the LORD, praise 

his name; proclaim his salvation day 

after day.  Declare his glory among 

the nations, his marvelous deeds 

among all peoples. 

 

• Psalm 105 - Give thanks to the 

LORD, call on his name; make 

known among the nations what he 

has done.  Sing to him, sing praise to 

him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 

 

We even have Christmas examples 

of the wonderful news being spread by 

witnesses:  

 

• The shepherds: “When they had seen 

him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them 

about this child.” (Luke 2:17) 

 

• Anna at the Presentation of Jesus: 

“There was also a prophetess, 

Anna… She was very old; she had 

lived with her husband seven years 

after her marriage, and then was a 

widow until she was eighty-four… 

Coming up to them at that very 

moment, she gave thanks to God and 

spoke about the child to all who were 

looking forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38) 

 

May the same be said of us this 

Advent and Christmas season.  And may this 

happen not just as a compliment to the 

wonderful message, but with a special 

urgency.  After all, you may know people 

who don’t know the reason for the season.  

You may know people caught up in merely 

the world’s reason for celebrating, or in a 

“bah humbug” attitude towards God’s 

wonderful gift to mankind.   

 

Therefore, we need to ask ourselves: 

 

• Whom will you invite to come to 

church with you this holiday season? 

 

• Whom will you talk to personally 

about your faith? 

 

• What kind of message will your 

Christmas cards have on them? 

 

• What kind of stamps will you put on 

them? 

 

• How can you get the news of 

“Wonderful” out in your personal 

corner of the world?  

 

• Will Christmas pass with you not 

having shared the best news ever 

told? 

 

May God lead us to be witnesses of 

the wonderful news we have heard! 

 

After all, finally, we’ve heard the 

best title that we could ever know.  It’s 

better than: 

• The Man in Black 

• Hulk Hogan 

• The King (at least the man who 

was called that) 

 

This is the Wonderful King.  May we 

all have a wonderful Advent season!   

Amen. 
 


